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Reflection on Sidewalk
Introduction
The video gives a comprehensive understanding of Greenwich Village's informal sidewalk economy that existed in the 1990s in New York City. It chronicles the impoverished lives of homeless African Americans who are book vendors and magazine scavengers plying their trade along 6th Avenue positioned between Washington place and 8th avenue in New York City. The video highlights the social world of the people surviving within the streets of New York (Sociology Subculture, 2013). They focus on their duty as street-side booksellers, junk dealers, magazine vendors, table watchers, and panhandlers. After watching the video, I gained knowledge concerning the day-to-day experiences that street-side booksellers in New York City faced during their work.
In the video, the theme of disorder is distinguishable. The streets are occupied by many book vendors who use the Sidewalk to sell their books. This results in a seeming disorder of busy streets awash with many booksellers. However, the seeming disorder of the busy streets forms the basis of order in New York City. In this essence, the busy street activity was favorable to engendering safety through a significant number of "eyes on the street" who would help ensure the safety of other people and avert crime due to their presence (Sociology Subculture, 2013).  The "eyes on the street" have a different background from residents around them since it shows black homeless black vendors and the upper-middle-class white residents living in the Greenwich Village. Tellingly, in the video of Sidewalk, it is easier to recognize disorder – broken windows – via racialized stereotypes.
Also, Sidewalk demonstrates the multifaceted ways book vendors interact with each other in the informal economy. Some of the ways include mentorship, competition, and informal regulation of social standards aimed at keeping the peace. The book vendors have embraced integration within them to ensure that they are more united to champion their rights. However, the blossoming informal economy is threatened when lawmaking etched on a first-hand sociological "broken windows" theory alongside policing results in a clampdown on the way booksellers and panhandlers do business on the 6th Avenue (Sociology Subculture, 2013).
Besides, from the video of Sidewalk, I have identified the theme of different "eyes on the street." The homeless book vendors are predominantly black people who struggle to sell books along 6th Avenue Street to eke a living. On the other hand, upper-middle-class white residents are residing in Greenwich Village. In this regard, there is a significant contrast as depicted by the racialized society in the video. African American people are struggling and roiling to selling books on the streets to make a living. However, their white counterparts living in a well-groomed neighborhood of Greenwich.
In the video, various sociopolitical forces that ensured vendors to leave the formal economy for the informal sector of the streets are myriad (Sociology Subculture, 2013). They encapsulate harsh crack cocaine conviction policies, fractured family ties, racism, and diminishing employment opportunities (Sociology Subculture, 2013). For instance, in the video, many vendors are homeless black people who resort to selling books in the street. Correspondingly, the street-side booksellers migrate from Penn Station to 6th Avenue where the selling of books to potential buyers is conducive.
Conclusion
After watching the video of Sidewalk, I have learned that the street-side booksellers go through harrowing experiences when plying their trade along the streets. In the video, book vendors experience different disorders on the streets that affect their daily hustle. I have distinguished various themes from the video. Some of the themes encompass "eye on the streets" or public character, disorder, and safety. Finally, I have learned that racism is a scourge that people face in the community, as demonstrated by the "broken window theory".
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